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UNLOCK THE URBAN EXPERIENCEwatchneighborhood

Entrepreneurial  
spirits

MAINE CRAFT DISTILLING  
Belly up to the bar at Maine Craft 
Distilling and enjoy an impressive 
lineup of farm-to-flask spirits.
mainecraftdistilling.com
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Urban Legends
Five top designers share what makes their city so special. 

 neighborhood watch

Providence, R.I.
Kelly Taylor, Kelly Taylor Interior Design
ktid.net

For Kelly Taylor, Providence offers the best 
of both worlds: a well-preserved stock of 
eighteenth- and nineteenth-century homes 

that conjure her Charleston, South Carolina, roots, and downtown 
modern condos and loft spaces with floor-to-ceiling windows for 
city views.  

ARCADE PROVIDENCE 
“People who don’t need a lot of space and want to live downtown 
where things are happening” occupy the forty-eight micro-lofts  
(225 to 800 square feet) that encircle the second and third floors  
of The Arcade Providence’s atrium. Once the nation’s first enclosed 
shopping mall, the 1828 Greek Revival–style building has ground-
floor shopping and dining, including New Harvest, “a great local 
coffee roaster.” arcadeprovidence.com

THE STEEL YARD 
The Steel Yard is just that: a former steel yard, 
which “now brings the community together for art 
and design,” offering equipment for artisans, as 
well as public classes, workforce training for the 
underserved, public art projects, and artist resi-
dences. “If you want something made, you can call 
the Steel Yard, and they have a list of artisans who 
can do anything—metalwork, jewelry, you name it.” 
thesteelyard.org

BAYBERRY BEER HALL 
Bayberry Beer Hall keeps things simple yet stylish 
with a green wall of live plants and lightbulbs 
strung horizontally over the dining area. Picnic 
table seating offers “a hip, funky, geometric take” 
on the standard rectangle.  
bayberrybeerhall.com

ROCKET TO MARS AND ADAM EDELSBERG 
Rocket to Mars carries furnishings and clothing from the 1920s to 
early 1980s. Adam Edelsberg, a specialist in postwar art and design, 
has “an amazing collection” of authentic studio craft furniture and 
midcentury-modern furnishings and lighting, available by appointment. 
Rocket to Mars: 401-274-0905; adamedelsberg.com

Vintage finds

Trendy living

DAVID ALLYN
Ceramicist David Allyn “uses silk screening and 
photo decals to depict iconic and abandoned 
Providence buildings.” Candita Clayton Gallery—
“in a very cool old mill building in Pawtucket called 
Hope Artiste Village”—carries his work.  
davidallyn.net, canditaclaytongallery.com 

Urban arts

Boozy hangout

Creative network

Urban Legends
Five top designers share what makes their city so special.  
By DEBRA SPARK
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Portland, Maine
Tracy Davis, Urban Dwellings 
urban-dwell.com

Portland’s West End has always been fashion-
able, but when Tracy Davis resettled here, she 
chose the East End. In the last half decade, this 

area (which includes Munjoy Hill) has become the “it” neighborhood, 
substantially gentrified with contemporary condos, unique shops, and 
restaurants coexisting with the Portland Observatory and St. Lawrence 
Arts. “I like the amalgamation, the blending of contemporary buildings 
within this nostalgic/historic neighborhood.”

URBAN DWELLINGS
Davis owns one of the twenty-nine four-story, passive-solar luxury townhouses in Munjoy 
Heights, a condo complex by Redfern Properties. Here, roof-top decks offer views of  
the working waterfront and the Back Cove. Nearby, Urban Dwellings, Davis’s store of curated  
housewares, is on the ground floor of 118 on Munjoy Hill, another new upscale condo  
development. redfernproperties.com, urban-dwell.co

BLACK BOX, FORAGE, THE SHOP,  
AND MAINE CRAFT DISTILLING  
A single-family home on Washington Street is now 
the site of the Black Box, five adjacent shipping 
containers with small shops. Current businesses 
(pop-up and otherwise) offer ceramics, textiles, 
and more. Nearby, a brick building that housed a 
family-owned florist for almost half a century is 
occupied by Forage (a wood-fired bagel store), 
The Shop (a raw bar and shellfish market), and 
Maine Craft Distilling (a bar/restaurant/tasting 
room/distillery that makes small batch liquor). 
tbbwashington.com, foragemarket.com, portland.
islandcreekoysters.com, mainecraftdistilling.com

A dream commute

DRIFTERS WIFE AND MUNJOY HILL TAVERN 
Called out by Bon Appétit as one of the best new 
restaurants of 2018 and known for its natural wine 
list, the Drifters Wife “is very hipster and severe 
with glass globes, black walls, and gorgeous dark 
wood.” Cash-only Munjoy Hill Tavern is more 
of a Cheers-type favorite, replacing a long-time 
neighborhood bar with an updated-but-similar pub.  
drifterswife.com; Munjoy Hill Tavern: 207-536-0918

Upscale and down home

Urban upgrades

ABOVE: Forage bagels MIDDLE: Black Box shops
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South End, Boston
Tiffany LeBlanc, LeBlanc Interior Design  
leblancdesign.com

Not surprisingly for someone who values  
“connectivity” with her clients, what Tiffany 
LeBlanc most appreciates about the South End 

(beyond “all that brick”) is its “old-school neighborhood feel. People 
know you.” Mid-nineteenth-century, red brick, bow-fronted rowhouses 
characterize the area, but “modern additions on classic buildings are 
also really interesting.”

LAURA PRESHONG AND OLIVES & GRACE
Laura Preshong has “beautiful, well-considered jewelry,” and Olives & Grace “works with 
smaller makers, each selected because of his or her quality, design, and positive impact.” The 
store offers carefully selected themed gift boxes. laurapreshong.com, olivesandgrace.com

VIOLA LOVELY
High-end Viola Lovely is “New York minimalist,” a 
well-curated boutique that “pushes the envelope 
more than the typical clothing shop.”  
violalovely.com

GASLIGHT 
“We go to Gaslight a lot.” The classic French 
brasserie “is a very cozy place to spend time and 
connect with people.” gaslight560.comLocal talent 

SOWA ART + DESIGN DISTRICT
SoWa Art + Design District has it all: galleries, 
showrooms, boutiques, events, festivals, and 
restaurants, as well as a Sunday vintage market 
(for fashion, jewelry, art, and other objects) and 
an open market with farmers’ stands, food trucks, 
a beer hall (in an 1896 power plant), and local 
handmade goods. Favorite stop? A Street Frames. 
“Your wish is their command. Anything you can 
dream up, they can execute.”  
sowaboston.com, astreetframes.com

The hub

Favorite hangout

Like SoHo
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Fenway/ Back Bay/
Beacon Hill, Boston
Dane Austin, Dane Austin Design   
daneaustindesign.com

Dane Austin describes himself as “an old soul,” 
though he specializes in designing luxury high-rise 

interiors. The housing stock and new construction in Back Bay, Beacon 
Hill, and the Fenway suit this contradiction, which he exploits to “create 
interesting environments by juxtaposing shiny new things and well-
worn accoutrements.” 

ONE DALTON AND PIERCE BOSTON
The Back Bay’s One Dalton “is a fabulous high 
rise—one of the most sought out addresses for 
millennials and empty nesters.” A restaurant and 
Four Seasons hotel will be on the lower floors and 
private residences and amenities on the upper. 
Meanwhile Pierce Boston is “bringing height” and 
luxury living to the Fenway neighborhood.
onedalton.com, pierceboston.com

AYER MANSION 
“It’s fun to imagine the lively parties that took 
place on the grand stairs painted to look like a 
Greek stage at Commonwealth Avenue’s Ayer  
Mansion, the only existing residence by Louis 
Comfort Tiffany. I love the colorful stonework, 
facade, iconic Tiffany stained-glass windows,  
and central elliptical opening.” 
ayermansion.org 

DTR MODERN AND  
DECEMBER THIEVES
DTR Modern Galleries: 
Well-known artists mix 
with lesser known ones, 
including “my all-time 
favorite, the colorfully con-
structed and cleverly titled 
mixed-media paintings by 
the artist simply known as 
DAIN.” December Thieves: 
“Offers really interesting 
housewares; every piece  
is a work of art.”
dtrmodern.com,   
decemberthieves.com December Thieves 

DTR Modern

Hidden treasures

BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY
“I am forever drawn to the wonder that is the 
Boston Public Library.” The Renaissance Revival/
Beaux Arts–style McKim Building with its court-
yard, famous murals, and dramatic reading rooms 
is at one end of the block, and the modern Philip 
Johnson addition (with a recent William Rawn 
Associates update that includes an open lobby 
and exterior glass wall) sits on the other. bpl.org

Signature building

Live here

Time-travel vibe
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Seaport/South Boston
Joseph Kennard, Kennard Architects,  
kennardarchitects.com

In 1999, when Joseph Kennard started his  
architecture firm, the Fort Point Channel district 
on the northern edge of South Boston was an 

industrial area full of artists occupying nineteenth-century, four- 
to-eight-story, brick-and-beam warehouses. When the area was 
renovated, many “artists were flushed out,” says Kennard, but “the 
buildings have come back with restaurants and residences.”

BOSTON DESIGN CENTER, DRINK, AND BLUE DRAGON
The Boston Design Center is mostly to-the-trade-only, but there are a handful of vendors serving 
eclectic eats out of converted shipping containers just outside the building, plus an outpost of 
Flour Bakery + Cafe and rising chef John daSilva’s Chickadee restaurant within. Nearby, check 
out Drink, “a subterranean bar in a raw space in an old industrial building,” and Blue Dragon, 
an Asian-inspired restaurant in “a former diner converted into a Zen space.” bostondesign.com, 
drinkfortpoint.com, bluedragonbos.com

MELCHER STREET AND STEEL BRIDGES
Interesting architectural details to check out 
include the curved facades of the buildings on 
Melcher Street, which follow the arc of the road, 
and the three turn-of-the-twentieth-century steel 
bridges that link South Boston to Downtown. “The 
portion of the Boston Harborwalk that follows Fort 
Port Channel intersects each of these bridges.”

MACHINE AGE  
“Just across the town line in Dorchester,  
Machine Age has a huge supply of classic  
midcentury-modern furniture in excellent  
condition.” machine-age.com

Good eats and craft cocktails

FORT POINT CHANNEL 
Not all the artists have been priced out of Fort 
Point Channel. The Artist Building at 300 Summer 
Street and 249 A Street are live-work coopera-
tives, and Midway Artist Studios has live-work 
rentals. All three have gallery shows and annual 
open studios. 300summer.org, 249astreetcoop.
com, midwaystudiosboston.com

Artist strongholds

Enchanting architecture

Retail therapy

Drink


